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Once you have been granted grade 2 status you will be able to start accepting instructions in jury trials
including theft, deception, assault (ABH and section 20 GBH), burglary (not the aggravated form),
possession of drugs and non-fatal road traffic offences. 

This is when the mix of excitement and pressure begins.

If you are lucky enough to hold the brief from the stage where the case is sent from the Magistrates’
Court, you will have the opportunity to appear at the PTPH, any subsequent CMH and the PTR
(assuming these are listed). This will allow you to really take ownership of the case and get to grips with
the issues the jury will have to decide from an early stage. Also remember that you are required to
produce a bar standards advice 14 days after the receipt of the brief. Make sure the actions you require
are clearly endorsed within your advice. Even if you are instructed after the initial preparatory stages,
open the brief and check everything is in order as soon as practicable. This prevents any unnecessary
delay should tasks such as applications be outstanding.

As a recently appointed Grade 2 Advocate having finished my pupillage in September 2023, I have
found that jury trials are listed in my diary on a weekly basis. This article covers a few tips which helped
me during my first jury trial. It is by no means expected to be a complete guide. 

The CPS Advocate Panel at level 2 generally opens in September of each year, with temporary
membership for level 2 on the General Crime List now open and due to close on 31 July 2024. Grade 2
status will allow you to step outside the Magistrates Court and conduct Crown Court trials. As with
grade 1 applications, the criteria headings for grade 2 are:

Gabrielle Wilks accepts instructions in criminal, family, civil and regulatory matters.

Gabrielle joined Chambers following the completion of her pupillage under the supervision
of Tom Storey and Eleanor Fry.

How to survive your first Jury Trial – 
A practical guide from a personal perspective
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